Whitman-Hanson Regional High School
Summer Reading Selections
2018-2019 School Year
Grade level requirements:
9th Grade:
The Bitter Side of Sweet, Tara Sullivan
10th Grade:
The Stranger in the Woods, Michael Finkel
11th Grade:
Wool, Hugh Howey
12th Grade:
To begin preparing for your personal essay, all seniors are required to read a memoir or biogrpahy of choice
(See the next page for suggestions).
All AP and honors students must read the above selection as well as the following books/short stories:
Freshmen Honors
1. George Orwell, Animal Farm
2. Richard Connell, “The Most Dangerous
Game”

Sophomore Honors
1. Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451
2. Erich Maria Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front

“The Most Dangerous Game,” a short story, will
be posted online. Please see the website for
additional instructions.
AP Language
Please read Stephen King’s On Writing and take notes on King’s numerous suggestions about the writing process. Then read ONE of the
following memoirs through the lens of King’s writing recommendations:





Educated by Tara Westover
The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls
Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance
I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai with Christina Lamb

Please see the website for detailed assignment: due August 17th
Senior Honors
1. Kristin Hannah, The Nightingale
2. An additional memoir/biography of choice

AP Literature
1. Kristin Hannah, The Nightingale
2. William Shakespeare, Hamlet

Please see the website for detailed assignment: due
August 29th
Teachers strongly encourage students to take notes in order to improve organizational and critical thinking skills.

*Students requiring an audio format of summer reading materials should consult with their special
education liaison to make arrangements.

Memoirs and Biographies
(Descriptions courtesy of Amazon)

A Long Way Gone, Ishmael Beah

In A Long Way Gone, Beah, now twenty-five years old, tells a riveting story: how at the age of twelve, he fled attacking rebels and wandered
a land rendered unrecognizable by violence. By thirteen, he'd been picked up by the government army, and Beah, at heart a gentle boy,
found that he was capable of truly terrible acts.

American Sniper, Chris Kyle

From 1999 to 2009, U.S. Navy SEAL Chris Kyle recorded the most career sniper kills in United States military history. His fellow
American warriors, whom he protected with deadly precision from rooftops and stealth positions during the Iraq War, called him “The
Legend”; meanwhile, the enemy feared him so much they named him al-Shaitan (“the devil”) and placed a bounty on his head. Kyle, who
was tragically killed in 2013, writes honestly about the pain of war—including the deaths of two close SEAL teammates—and in moving
first-person passages throughout, his wife, Taya, speaks openly about the strains of war on their family, as well as on Chris. Gripping and
unforgettable, Kyle’s masterful account of his extraordinary battlefield experiences ranks as one of the great war memoirs of all time.

A Walk in the Woods, Bill Bryson

The Appalachian Trail trail stretches from Georgia to Maine and covers some of the most breathtaking terrain in America–majestic
mountains, silent forests, sparking lakes. If you’re going to take a hike, it’s probably the place to go. And Bill Bryson is surely the most
entertaining guide you’ll find. He introduces us to the history and ecology of the trail and to some of the other hardy (or just foolhardy)
folks he meets along the way–and a couple of bears. Already a classic, A Walk in the Woods will make you long for the great outdoors (or at
least a comfortable chair to sit and read in).

Educated, Tara Westover

Tara Westover was seventeen the first time she set foot in a classroom. Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, she prepared for the
end of the world by stockpiling home-canned peaches and sleeping with her “head-for-the-hills” bag. In the summer she stewed herbs for
her mother, a midwife and healer, and in the winter she salvaged metal in her father’s junkyard.
Her father distrusted the medical establishment, so Tara never saw a doctor or nurse. Gashes and concussions, even burns from
explosions, were all treated at home with herbalism. The family was so isolated from mainstream society that there was no one to ensure
the children received an education, and no one to intervene when an older brother became violent.
When another brother got himself into college and came back with news of the world beyond the mountain, Tara decided to try a new kind
of life. She taught herself enough mathematics, grammar, and science to take the ACT and was admitted to Brigham Young University.
There, she studied psychology, politics, philosophy, and history, learning for the first time about pivotal world events like the Holocaust
and the Civil Rights Movement. Her quest for knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to
Cambridge University. Only then would she wonder if she’d traveled too far, if there was still a way home.

Every Falling Star, Sungju Lee

Every Falling Star, the first book to portray contemporary North Korea to a young audience, is the intense memoir of a North Korean boy
named Sungju who was forced at age twelve to live on the streets and fend for himself. To survive, Sungju creates a gang and lives by
thieving, fighting, begging, and stealing rides on cargo trains.
Sungju richly recreates his scabrous story, depicting what it was like for a boy alone to create a new family with his gang, “his brothers,” to
daily be hungry and to fear arrest, imprisonment, and even execution. This riveting memoir allows young readers to learn about other
cultures where freedoms they take for granted do not exist.

I Am Malala, Malala Yousafzai and Christina Lamb

I AM MALALA is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for girls' education, of a father who, himself a
school owner, championed and encouraged his daughter to write and attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their
daughter in a society that prizes sons.

Into the Wild, Jon Krakauer

In April 1992 a young man from a well-to-do family hitchhiked to Alaska and walked alone into the wilderness north of Mt. McKinley. His
name was Christopher Johnson McCandless. He had given $25,000 in savings to charity, abandoned his car and most of his possessions,
burned all the cash in his wallet, and invented a new life for himself. Four months later, his decomposed body was found by a moose
hunter. How McCandless came to die is the unforgettable story of Into the Wild.

*Students requiring an audio format of summer reading materials should consult with their special
education liaison to make arrangements.

Into Thin Air, Jon Krakauer

A bank of clouds was assembling on the not-so-distant horizon, but journalist-mountaineer Jon Krakauer, standing on the summit of Mt.
Everest, saw nothing that "suggested that a murderous storm was bearing down." He was wrong. The storm, which claimed five lives and
left countless more--including Krakauer's--in guilt-ridden disarray, would also provide the impetus for Into Thin Air, Krakauer's epic
account of the May 1996 disaster.

Lone Survivor, Marcus Luttrell

Four US Navy SEALS departed one clear night in early July 2005 for the mountainous Afghanistan-Pakistan border for a reconnaissance
mission. Their task was to document the activity of an al Qaeda leader rumored to be very close to Bin Laden with a small army in a
Taliban stronghold. Five days later, only one of those Navy SEALS made it out alive.

Thanks to My Mother, Schoschana Rabinovici

Susie Weksler was only eight when Hitler's forces invaded her Lithuanian city of Vilnius. Over the next few years, she endured starvation,
brutality, and forced labor in three concentration camps. With courage and ingenuity, Susie's mother helped her to survive--by disguising
her as an adult to fool the camp guards, finding food to add to their scarce rations, and giving her the will to endure. This harrowing
memoir portrays the best and worst of humanity in heartbreaking scenes you will never forget.

The Color of Water, James McBride

Who is Ruth McBride Jordan? A self-declared "light-skinned" woman evasive about her ethnicity, yet steadfast in her love for her twelve
black children. James McBride, journalist, musician, and son, explores his mother's past, as well as his own upbringing and heritage, in a
poignant and powerful debut, The Color Of Water: A Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother.
The son of a black minister and a woman who would not admit she was white, James McBride grew up in "orchestrated chaos" with his
eleven siblings in the poor, all-black projects of Red Hook, Brooklyn. "Mommy," a fiercely protective woman with "dark eyes full of pep
and fire," herded her brood to Manhattan's free cultural events, sent them off on buses to the best (and mainly Jewish) schools, demanded
good grades, and commanded respect. As a young man, McBride saw his mother as a source of embarrassment, worry, and confusion—
and reached thirty before he began to discover the truth about her early life and long-buried pain.

Unbroken, Laura Hillenbrand

In boyhood, Louis Zamperini was an incorrigible delinquent. As a teenager, he channeled his defiance into running, discovering a
prodigious talent that had carried him to the Berlin Olympics. But when World War II began, the athlete became an airman, embarking on
a journey that led to a doomed flight on a May afternoon in 1943. When his Army Air Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean,
against all odds, Zamperini survived, adrift on a foundering life raft. Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles of open ocean, leaping
sharks, thirst and starvation, enemy aircraft, and, beyond, a trial even greater. Driven to the limits of endurance, Zamperini would answer
desperation with ingenuity; suffering with hope, resolve, and humor; brutality with rebellion. His fate, whether triumph or tragedy, would
be suspended on the fraying wire of his will.

*Students requiring an audio format of summer reading materials should consult with their special
education liaison to make arrangements.

