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21st Century community Learning Centers Program Grant
Whitman, MA:  The Whitman-Hanson Regional High School hereby notifies the Whitman and Hanson communities of intent to apply for the Massachusetts 21st Century Community Learning Centers Program Grant, due to the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education on May 13, 2010.   

The purpose of the program is to establish or expand community learning centers that operate during out-of-school hours and provide students with academic enrichment opportunities along with other activities designed to complement the students' regular academic program. 

If selected, the 21st Century Grant will allow Whitman-Hanson Regional High School to provide the program, “E3: 21st A Century Approach to Learning,” (Exploration, Expression, Empowerment) through summer mentoring and extended school day opportunities to at-risk freshmen from the class of 2014.  This program focuses on giving targeted students the opportunity to make a smoother transition to high school through a variety of support mechanisms, including small support cohorts and access to daily counseling.  The program aims to increase the literacy levels of students as a path to the critical thinking skills valued by the 21st Century work place, as well to increase participant success in academic classes and standardized testing.  

The tangible product will be the year-long development of student produced documentary relating the three-phase story of the student’s life: 1) their unique history; 2) their unique world view; and 3) their unique future plans.  This project aims to increase interest in school and program attendance, with the goal of increasing overall student engagement.  Prior to creating their personal narrative in the “Expression” phase, students will “Explore” through the investigation, discussion, and evaluation of personal expression across genres.   In addition, students will utilize the community service-learning model to enact the third E, “Empowerment,” by planning and implementing a service project that incorporates the skills learned and developed throughout the program.

Notifications of grant recipients will be released in June, 2010.
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